
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



no Journal of American Folk-Lore. 



SOME NEGRO LORE FROM BALTIMORE. 

Never comb your hair at night : it will make you forgetful. 

If you try to burn the combings of your hair and they do not 
flame quickly, it is a sure sign of death 

Do not sweep your house Friday night : bad luck. 

You must not put your shoes higher than your head : it is also 
bad luck to put your bed cross ways of the room. 

If you are robbed of anything, take a rooster, put him under a pot, 
and let everybody touch the pot : when the thief touches the pot the 
rooster will crow. 

The first dove you hear in the spring, take off your right shoe and 
you will find a strand of the man's hair you are to marry. 

To stop the screech-owl from screeching, put an iron poker in 
the fire, or tie a knot in your underskirt. 

If your shoe comes untied somebody is thinking about you. 

When a jack-o'-lantern leads you, turn your pocket wrongside out. 

It is bad luck to carry fire to fire : if you carry fire from one room 
to another, spit on it. 

If rats cut your clothes, do not allow your kin to mend them. 

When you move out of a house, do not sweep it if you wish luck. 

If your right hand itches, spit on it and you will shake hands 
with your best friend : if your left hand itches spit on it and you 
will get money. 

When a rooster comes in your house, somebody is coming from a 
journey. 

When you are going anywhere and have to go back for something 
forgotten, make a crossmark and spit on it. 

When a cat licks her face it is going to rain. 

If you are going up hill when you hear the first dove in the spring, 
you will get something : if you are going down hill you will lose 
something. 

If you drop a dishcloth while washing the dishes, a hungry person 
is coming. 

Never plant in the dark of the moon : do not kill in the dark of 
the moon, the meat will spoil. 

To learn to pick a banjo, go to the forks of the road at midnight : 
you will see a man ; that is Satan, and he will teach you to play. 

To keep the witches from riding you at night, sleep with an open 
penknife on your breast, or a sifter over your face : to catch the 
witches if they try to get through the holes, place a three-prong fork 
under the seive. 

When the witches are coming through the keyhole they sing, 
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" Skin, don't you know me ? Skin, don't you know me ? Jump out 
and jump in ; " and if you are able to throw pepper and salt on the 
skin while they are out of it, they cannot get it on again. 

If you scatter mustard seed all around your bed, they have to stop 
to pick them all up before they can ride you. 

Witches plait horses' manes for their stirrups, and ride the horses 
very hard, sometimes to death. 

If any one brings a hoe into the house, it is bad luck : to do away 
with it, you must walk out backward with the hoe. 

Jaybirds go down to hell every Friday with a grain of sand. 

If a dog wallows on his back, he is measuring for somebody's 
grave. 

To break a looking-glass is seven years of trouble. 

Tie salt in your skirt, and if anybody talks about you it will make 
their teeth ache. 

If you sneeze with food in your mouth it is a sure sign of death 
among your friends. 

To make a young cow gentle, pour milk on her back : do not let a 
drop fall on the ground, for that will make her milk dry up. 

If your right ear burns, somebody is " talking good " about you ; if 
the left ear burns, some one is " talking bad " about you : to make 
the talker bite her tongue, spit on your ringer and make a crossmark 
in the ear that burns. 

If your nose itches, somebody is coming ; if your left eye itches, 
you will cry ; if your right eye itches, you will see something pleas- 
ant. 

To spill salt is bad luck : to do away with it, throw some over 
your left shoulder. 

If you want good luck, always carry about with you a rabbit's left 
hind foot. 

To cure any pain, catch a mole and let it die in your hand. 

To carry off a wen, place a dead man's hand on it. 

When nuts are plenty and coons are fat the winter will be cold. 

The skin of a rabbit's stomach tied around a baby's neck helps it 
cut its teeth : if it teeths very hard tie a " sawyer-bug " around its 
neck, and when the bug dies the tooth will come through. 

If you count one hundred red horses and begin with a red mule, 
the first person you shake hands with you will marry. 

If you see the new moon through the trees, bad luck ; if clear, 
good luck. 

Never use water in a basin that any one else has washed in, with- 
out making a cross mark and spitting over it. 

Do not let the birds build their nests with the combings of your 
hair : it will drive you crazy. 
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Never leave a loaf of bread turned upside down, for ships will 
sink. 

Always mash the eggshells after you have taken out the egg : the 
witches will make boats out of the shells and sink ships. 

A wild bird flying in at the window is a sign of death. 

Never cross a funeral or count the followers. 

Never ride behind white horses, if you come just after the hearse, 
or you will be the next. 

If a cat crosses your path, bad luck ; if one follows you, good luck. 

Collins Lee. 
Baltimore, August, 1891. 



